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ABSTRACT
 Fight or Flight is a one-act, science-fiction opera.  Outwardly the story of an astronaut 
who is marooned on the Moon, this dark comedy is an allegorical tale of forced isolation and 
loss; and of the anxiety and sadness that inevitably result.  Musically, this piece began as an 
experiment in the reverse-engineering of mostly improvisatory methods of musical spoken-word 
delivery such as rap or slam poetry; this compositional device being a means to the more 
important end of creating a live musical theatre lacking the flippant sparkle commonly associated 
with Broadway and the like, but also free of the “intellectual” or “academic” heft often perceived 
to be inherent in common practice period opera.
This thesis is approved for recommendation
to the Graduate Council.
Thesis Director:
____________________________________
Dr. Robert Mueller
Thesis Committee:
____________________________________
Dr. James Greeson
____________________________________
Prof. Gerald Sloan
©2013 by Asher Griffith
All Rights Reserved
THESIS DUPLICATION RELEASE
I hereby authorize the University of Arkansas Libraries to duplicate this thesis when needed for 
research and/or scholarship.
Agreed ____________________________________
  Asher Griffith
Refused ____________________________________
  Asher Griffith
TABLE OF CONTENTS
                                                                                            
I.     FOREWORD 1
II.    CHARACTERS & INSTRUMENTATION 4
III.   PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS 5
IV.   SYNOPSIS 7
V.    TEXT 8
VI.  FIGHT OR FLIGHT 10
       SCENE 1:  A Lunar Landscape 17
       SCENE 2:  Some Time Ago, at Rocket School 26
       SCENE 3:  Back at Moon Man’s House 57
       SCENE PENULTIMATE:  At Rocket School Again     65
       FINALE:  A Lunar Landscape 85
 
